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Musical Pop-ups:
Performances in Unexpected Places for National Poetry Month, 2015
Michael J. Duffy IV, Western Michigan University
INTRODUCTION
Three faculty librarians, the
communication coordinator, and the
metadata and digital resources
coordinator of the Western Michigan
University Libraries arranged events for
the celebration, including instrumental
and vocal music performances. We aimed
to include as many performers from as
many units on campus as we could in
order to increase the University Libraries’
visibility, and to make diverse campus
units aware of the kinds of performances
done in other parts of the University.

The musical performances were mostly
informal performances that took place in
unexpected venues, or what we called
“pop-up” events, but we had a formal,
concert-style musical performance at our
opening event, along with poetry
readings. The events took place in the
Waldo Library (our main library), the
Harper C. Maybee Music and Dance
Library, the Gary and Rita Swain
Education Library, and the lobby of the
Lee Honors College.

The musical performances included two
wind quintets, a woodwind quartet, a
horn quartet, two choral performances,
two solo piano performances, and a tuba
and voice duet. We conducted a survey to
collect feedback data from our user
community.

Graduate Wind Quintet at Opening Event,
4/1/15
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Student Pianist in Lee Honors College Lobby,
4/16/15

Student Pianist in Lee Honors College Lobby,
4/10/15

Woodwind Quartet in Maybee Music and
Dance Library, 4/9/15

Tuba and Voice Duet in Sangren Hall Lobby,
4/17/15

Collegiate Singers in Waldo Library Atrium,
4/2/15

University Chorale in Waldo Library Atrium,
4/7/15

SURVEY DATA

One of our questions asked
participants what kind of event
or display did they see or
participate in.

Of those responses that selfidentified in the survey as solely
members of the audience,
patrons, or spectators, more
attended poetry events than
music events.

When respondents were asked
how they heard about the poetry
month events, most indicated
word of mouth.

Question 6 asked respondents to share
comments about poetry month planning. We
read each of the responses, and then
assigned them to one of nine categories.
These are, in alphabetical order, critique of
advertising, critique of content, critique of
performances, critique of programming,
critique of venue, generally positive,
illegible, neutral, and suggestion.

Poetry
Enjoyed
Going
Opportunity

Horn Quartet in Swain Education Library,
4/10/15

Of those who reported that they saw
or participated in musical
performance, 57.97% (N=40)
identified as “performer and/or
programmed participant,” and 14.49%
(N=10) identified as both participant
and spectator
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SURVEY DATA, continued

EVENT PHOTOS

Of the respondents who indicated that
they were participants, more attended
music events than poetry events. This is
attributable to the high level of survey
participation by the participating choral
groups.
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A majority of the answers (60%, N=54) were generally
positive. SurveyMonkey’s text analysis tool identified
the following 27 terms as key terms in the answers to
Question 6, in order of frequency: poetry, fun,
performance, library, question 5, nice, interesting,
enjoyed, experience, question 4, next year, students,
audience, amazing, going, known, happy, beautiful,
idea, wish, illegible, opportunity, email address,
needs, remember, choir, and share. The terms
“question 5,” “question 4,” “illegible,” and “email
address” were added in the process of transcribing
answers, so they must be disregarded as our
respondents didn’t use these terms. This figure shows
these remaining 23 terms.
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